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SUBJECT: USITC RECOMMENDATION ON COLOR TELEVISONS 

1 . ECON COUNSELOR MET WITH MITI 'TRADE PROBLEM TROUBLE- 
SHOOTER" KEIYA TOYONAGA AT TOYONAGA'S REQUEST TO DISCUSS 
HANDLING OF POSSIBLE INJURY FINDING BY USITC. TOYONAGA 
SAID GOJ'S FIRST CONCERN WAS HOW TO KEEP TV ISSUE 

FROM BECOMING "TOO POLITICAL". HE SAID HE RECOGNIZED 
ISSUE WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO COME UP AT MARCH 21-22 
FUKUDA-CARTER MEETING BUT HOPED THAT PUBLIC REFERENCES 
COULD BE KEPT AS VAGUE AS POSSIBLE. PURELY PERSONALLY, 

TOYONAGA SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS A "TECHNICAL"MEETING 
COULD BE HELD IN TOKYO OR HAWAII DURING WASHINGTON 
SUMMIT. THIS WOULD, HE SAID, PERMIT BOTH SIDES TO 
LIMIT COMMENTARY TO STATEMENTS THAT TV ISSUE WAS 
CURRENTLY UNDER ACTIVE DISCUSSION. ECON COUNSELOR 
NOTED THAT PRESIDENT HAS 60 DAYS TO MAKE UP HIS MIND 
ON USITC RECOMMENDATION AND THAT ANY SUCH MEETING 
WOULD HAVE TO BE FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES, NOT 
PRESUMING ON PRESIDENT S DECISION, AND HAVE SOME 
LOGICAL CONNECTION WITH USITC RECOMMENDATION. 

2. TOYONAGA ALSO STATED THAT IF USITC RECOMMENDATION 
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IS "TOO HARSH" JAPANESE FIRMS BASED IN KANSAI, OVER 
WHICH MITI" HAS LITTLE INFLUENCE" (SANYO AND SHARP), MAY 
ESCALATE POLITICAL PRESSURE FOR JAPAN TO RETALIATE. 

(TOYONAGA ALLUDED TO COMPUTER SOFTWARE AS ONE 
POSSIBILITY.) HE AGREED THAT PRIMARY OBJECTIVE 
SHOULD BE HOW TO KEEP TV ISSUE "IN A BOX", AND 
PROMISED TO BE IN TOUCH WITH EMBASSY ON NEXT STEPS 
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AS SOON AS USITC MAKES ITS RECOMMENDATION. 

3. MAINICHI NEWSPAPER GAVE TOP PLAY MARCH 2 TO STORY 
BY CORRESPONDENT TERAMURA IN WASHINGTON SOURCED 
TO 'HIGH RANKING USG OFFICIAL" THAT USITC WILL 
RECOMMEND AN OMA FOR COLOR TVS, PERHAPS COUPLED 

WITH TARIFF ALLOCATIONS. 

SHOESMITH 
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